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90 Coopers Lane, London NW1 1HA

1st January 2005

Dear Mr Blair,

With the coming of a new year the nation is yet again filled with an unconditional sense of hope that this year is going to be better than the last. Last year was undoubtedly the year that thousands more people woke up to the plight that so many people face in areas of poverty around the world. With all your exposure to comments on what should be done to help those in poverty, cancel third world debts, increase aid, the difficult debate on immigrants to the UK, I am quite sure that you become to some extent numb to the whole notion after a while.

Sadly for you that is not an option and in the public eye you must always be seen to be doing something, public relations are often more important than the actual actions taken. However, I hope by having Labour involved with Educate for Life that the consequences of our working together will directly benefit those in developing countries as well as boost public opinion in your party by supporting us publicly.

Educate for Life is an organisation with a determination to change the way that charities are run. Through public backing in the UK and overseas we are building a new generation of schools in impoverished areas of developing countries. It is through education that people can alleviate themselves from poverty. We aim to teach all aspects of life, the skills needed to reason and debate, a knowledge of the state of affairs in these difficult places, what can be done about it, how it will actually be beneficial and give them and education in the means to do it. All this is done with a view to harmonious growth socially, politically and environmentally.

We are in the advanced processes of building our flagship school to be located in Uttar Pradesh, a state in Northern India. I propose that the Labour Party help promote Educate for Life and encourage other organisations to become involved in the project. By making donations to the charity and helping in negotiations between Educate for Life and officials in the countries that we aim to build, and with the officials of this country, you will infinitely aid Educate for Life and, by doing so publicly, at the same time aid your party. To coin a phrase, it is not what but who you know, and with the help of the government advances in Educate for Life will be dramatically accelerated, and so more people will leave poverty. Both sides will benefit from the association, and most importantly benefit the children and the people who make use of the facilities offered by the schools, essentially the ultimate goal.

Labour are a party that are built on a reputation of running on the vitality of youth, determination and people working together. In these areas I know that Educate for Life is the same, and this is why I approach you with hope in a response that you will be able to help. Educate for Life is a young charity, set up and run by two students of University College London. It is impossible to say now where we will end up, but it is safe to say that we are organic in mind and nature, more interested in the donation of time and skills than money, and are filled with a drive to make a success for the sakes of the people that we touch so overwhelming that when combined with a united effort from different people then we can really make a difference, and so stop the wedge between the rich and the poor being driven any further in.

With avid anticipation I await your reply,

Your humble admirer,

Ed Forrest, Co-founder Educate for Life.

