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90 Coopers Lane, London NW1 1HA

1st January 2006

FOR THE ATTENTION OF MR R BRANSON

Educate for Life is an organisation with a determination to change the way that charities are run. Through public backing in the UK and overseas we are building a new generation of schools in impoverished areas of developing countries worldwide. It is through education that people can alleviate themselves from poverty. We aim to teach all aspects of life, the skills needed to reason and debate, a knowledge of the state of affairs in these difficult places, what can be done about it, how it will actually be beneficial and education in the means to do it. All this is done with a view to harmonious growth socially, politically and environmentally.

We are in the advanced processes of building our first flagship school, to be located in Uttar Pradesh, a state in Northern India. A certain amount of travel between the UK and India is required so that we can find lease with the local authorities and existing charities in the area, source an appropriate location for the school and then over-see the construction and staffing of it. Being in our early days, flights there and back are a substantial drain on resources; the cost of one return journey is equivalent to that of paying a teacher and exercise books for twenty children for a year. We also believe that money which is donated for the schools should go into the schools, and although flight costs are a necessary expenditure for the charity, we refuse to pay for them out of the donations and instead they rightly are derived from our own pockets. However, Educate for Life is a young charity, myself and the other co-founder Ash Patel are both self financed university students of UCL, myself a final year Biologist and Ash a third-year Medic, so I am sure then that you understand the difficulties financing trips abroad pose to us.

We would be enormously grateful if Virgin Atlantic could donate flights to India to Educate for Life. If this could be four return flights a year it will help us hugely in achieving our goal of reaching as many people as possible. Rest assured that as our personal funding is increased and the monkey that is the Student Loan Company is wrenched from our backs instead you will receive our firmest thanks and a promise of our loyalty to Virgin Atlantic when visiting areas that you service.

Virgin is a brand built on the vitality of youth, determination and the investment of others. In these areas I know that Educate for Life is the same, and this is why I approach you with hope in a response that you will be able to help. It is impossible to say now where we will end up, but it is safe to say that we are organic in mind and nature, more interested in the donation of time and skills than money, and are filled with a drive to make a success for the sakes of the people that we touch so overwhelming that when combined with a united effort then we can really make a difference.

In due course I would like to invite you to the official charity launch to be held at UCL. Even if you are unable to make seats available to us I would really appreciate the opportunity to further discuss the charity and how Virgin Unite and ourselves can work together to change the world.

With avid anticipation I await your reply,

Your humble admirer,

Ed Forrest

Cofounder, Educate for Life

